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Solemnity of Christmas 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the land 

of gloom a light has shone.”  (Isaiah 9:1-6) 
 

As we celebrate Christmas this year, we are all aware that there’s still a lot of darkness 
in our world.   But on Christmas, we rejoice, because more than 2,000 years ago, in the stillness 
of the night in a remote part of the world, our Loving God entered into our world in an amazingly 
dramatic and very human way: through the Birth of His only-begotten Son, Jesus.  At that time 
in history, there was also a lot of darkness; but Jesus is the Light for those, like the shepherds 
and the Magi, who opened themselves to see Jesus for Who he truly is.   And as Jesus grew 
into Manhood, and through His Life, Death and Resurrection, Jesus’ Victory has defeated the 
powers of darkness forever.  It remains for each of us, as People of Faith, whether we too open 
ourselves to see through the Light of Jesus. 
 

As we gather together with loved ones to celebrate Christmas this year, if you have not 
been regularly practicing your Faith for any reason in recent days, I urge you to to receive Jesus 
into your hearts and souls and let the Light of His Love guide you. For those who are regularly 
practicing your Faith, I invite you to deepen your love for Jesus Who is with us, and to share that 
love in the actions of your lives.   When each of us opens our hearts to Jesus, then we can 
celebrate the true meaning of Christmas. 
 

In this holy Season of Christmas, and in the midst of this special “Year of Priestly 
Spiritual Renewal and Prayer for Vocations”, may the Birth of Jesus renew our Faith, 
strengthen our Hope, and deepen our Love for God and for one another. Jesus’ coming has 
saved us from the power of sin and death, and continues to make all things new in His abiding 
Presence with us, especially in the Holy Eucharist. 
 

I extend to each and every one of you good wishes and assurance of prayerful 
remembrance in my Christmas Octave Masses and prayers.  May you have a truly Merry 
Christmas and a blessed New Year.    
 

Faithfully yours in Christ, 

 
Most Rev. Paul J. Bradley 
Bishop of Kalamazoo  


